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NEWSLETTER  
November 2025                           No. 196                                        lwq.org.au 

 
“Come unto me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM LWQ PRESIDENT, Val Kath.  
 
I greet you with the words of Philippians 4:6 & 7. “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplications with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all human 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” In this dark and chaotic world may we all know the 

Grace and Mercy of our Lord Jesus. May His Peace be with 

and over us all. 

Since our Rally/Convention (held in Kingaroy on May 16 -18 

with the theme “Looking FORWARD, Looking BACK”) has 

been a time to somewhat catch our breath with the new 

Executive feeling their way and getting to know each other. 

Thanks to Wide Bay Burnett Zone for their efforts in making 

this a wonderful weekend of friendship and fellowship. Well 

done ladies (and gentlemen), I’ve heard many good reports 

and appreciation for all your efforts. The catering was 

amazing. To the Kingaroy Congregation – thanks for making 

us feel so welcome and being part of your Sunday Service. 

What a joy! Thanks to Pastor Jordan (our Spiritual Advisor) 

for leading this service. 
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What a privilege to have the Installation of the 

new LWA Executive as part of our Convention. 

We wish them God’s Blessings as they step 

out and serve for the coming 3-year term. 

 

Welcome to the new LWQ Executive, Colette 

(Secretary), Shirl (Treasurer) and Dawn (Extra 

Member). Together with Zone Presidents 

(some new) and Newsletter Editor Pam, Hazel 

and I look forward to working together to serve 

LWQ. We ask all members for your prayers 

and support for the continuing work of 

Lutheran Women. 

 

At time of writing some of you will have held 

your Fellowship Days. Congratulations and 

God’s Blessings to Nundah Fellowship, on 

your 100th Birthday – what a wonderful 

commemoration! May God continue to bless 

you as you move forward in His Love. May 

Fellowship gatherings be a blessing to you all. 

Date Claimer: 2026 Retreat, May 15-17 

Maroochy Waterfront Camp & Convention 

Centre, hosted by BN & SC Zone. Please mark 

this in your New Year programs. 

 

Hard to believe but this will be our last 

Newsletter for this year, so in closing I extend 

God’s Richest Blessings to you and your 

families as you gather together in celebrations 

of the Birth of our Saviour. May the Babe of 

Bethlehem be the centre of your Christmas. 

 

Peace and Grace, Vall 

 

 
 
 

BRISBANE SOUTH & GOLD COAST  
57th ZONE RALLY DAY 8th July,  
Theme: “We are God’s Masterpiece” 
 

On a crisp winter morning, 46 ladies gathered 
at Bethania Lutheran Church.  
Christine McDermott, Bethania’s President, 
welcomed the ladies and Kaye Rossmann 
(Zone Secretary) expanded on the theme 
emphasizing God's unique creation and 
purpose for each of us. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us. God is an artisan 
creating us exceptional, beautiful with 
potential that we cannot grasp. What you are 
is God’s gift to you. What you make of yourself 
is your gift to God. 
 
Ruth Geitz (LWA President) and Val Kath 
(LWQ President) shared updates including the 
discontinuation of the birthing kits project due 
to logistical challenges and shifting needs in 
PNG. Val remembered our sister in Christ, 
Naomi Marks who served as our Zone 
President for many years and was called home 
to her eternal rest on 4 March this year. 
 
Pastor Tom Kitson led devotion with our theme 
by first asking us, “When you get up in the 
morning and look in the mirror what is your 
response to what you see looking back at you? 
Is it “Oh my goodness? What a Masterpiece!!” 
We are a wonderful gift of God’s handiwork.  
Ephesians 2:10. God has given us our 
physical bodies, we are to care for them, but 
it’s not all about looking good on its own. It’s 
for doing good work, for being a good work 
made in God’s image and that’s who we are in 
God’s eyes. That is how he sees us.  God 
knows us intimately.  God loves us and he 
calls us to be part of his kingdom.  God’s 
handiwork is not only something to look at, but 
something that is alive, something that has 
gifts to share and love to receive and share 
with others.  
 
The current Executive was maintained with 
Kaye Rossmann agreeing to serve as 
President and Secretary for 2025, 1st Vice P. 
Sharon Tegan, 2nd Vice – Leanne Kopp, 
Treasurer – Colette Mangan and Extra 
Members – Narelle Lanyon and Sue Dewitt. 
The Executive was installed by Pastor Tom 
using the words from Thess 1:2-3 
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L-R: Sue Dewitt, Narelle Lanyon, Leanne Kopp, 
Colette Mangan, Sharon Tegan, Kaye Rossmann. 
 

We remembered our members who have 
passed – Naomi Marks and Olga Roenfeldt 
by singing “Abide With Me.”  
 

Zone Project for the year is Asia Focus. 
Offering for the day, $700, to be donated to 
ALWS for children’s aid; and $2,000 to be 
donated to Asia Focus and ALWS. 
 

Zel Lowein from Bethania gave a short 
presentation entitled, ‘God’s Masterpiece’, 
followed by a YouTube presentation on a 
children’s book by Elizabeth Hasselbach and 
a PowerPoint presentation. The ladies were 
then given a piece of Rainbow Art Scratch 
Cardboard to create their own artwork. Three 
lucky door prizes were drawn. The prizes were 
beautiful paintings donated by the artist,  
Sue Marks.

 
 

In closing, Pastor Tom shared a prayer entitled 
“The Ritual for Morning Coffee” from “Every 
Moment Holy”.  
 

Val Kath, LWQ President, encouraged each 
one of us to talk to God and step out in faith, 
and find that He will use you in surprising 
ways. If we don’t, our guilds and fellowships 
will no longer exist and our church will be much 
poorer if we, as Lutheran women, aren’t here 
to support it in so many ways. Fittingly, we 
sang the closing hymn, “Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty.” 
 

A wonderful day celebrating. “I am alive in 

Christ: God’s Masterpiece” Ephesians 2:10 

Reporter: Colette Mangan 

BRISBANE NORTH & SUNSHINE 
COAST ZONE FELLOWSHIP DAY –  
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS with  
St. Paul’s Ladies Fellowship 
 
A Thanksgiving Service on 7th Sept at 8.30am 
was combined with the congregation of St. 
Paul’s and began the Celebration of St 
Paul’s Ladies Fellowship for their 
Anniversary of 100 years since forming in 
1925. We shared morning tea with the 
congregation members before we continued 
with the Brisbane North & Sunshine Coast 
Zone Fellowship Day.  
The theme, “Faithful to all Generations” 
Psalm 100:5 
 
Pr Paul Hannola led the Service. In the Old 
Testament reading, God’s people were given 
a choice before going into the promised land; 
they had to choose to serve God and keep His 
Law – or not. Their decision would determine 
whether they remained and prospered – or 
not. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion was powerful, as 
we combined with the members of St. Paul’s 
congregation and recalled ladies who have 
died in Christ and who are now in Heaven. 
At the close of the service as it was Father’s 
Day emphasis was made of Father’s Day. 
 

After morning tea, we continued with our 
Fellowship Day. The Nundah President along 
with Zone Pres. Marilyn Jonas, welcomed all 
present. Also, a greeting from LWA Pres Ruth 
Geitz and an apology received from LWQ 
Pres. Val Kath via Secretary Colette Managan. 
 

Pr Paul’s devotion centred on the ‘lost sheep’. 
The Opening Hymn fitted the occasion – “To 
God be the Glory” followed by “Jesus shall 
reign where’er the sun”. 
 
Guest Speaker: Pr Matthew Bolte from 
Mission Pray International related a very 
interesting explanation re the zeal of mission 
over the two centuries culminating in Nundah 
Village being an integral part of the 
personalized evangelism, and the effective 
spread of the Gospel from Zion Hill (Nundah) 
to South East Qld. When the Government first 
failed to entice people to the area, the 
Lutherans, the Baptist & the Methodists 
planted villages of community all living 
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together; showing what God is like by the way 
you live; telling people about the Lamb of God 
who forgives. The Gospel spread out Zion 
seeds of spiritual churches demonstrating the 
old ways of faith. FAITH ALONE. By the 
GRACE of God the villages grew.  
 
The offering of $430 was donated to “Mission 
Pray International”. Karen Long gave a 
comprehensive vote of thanks followed by the 
closing prayer and table grace. The 
celebration cake was cut and shared as we 
enjoyed a ‘bring and share’ lunch with lots of 
chatter before the journey home. 
 
Reporter: Marion Cantillon 
 

 
 
Lyla Vaughan (Koppitke), June McNeil (Pres) and  
Joy Bruun (Koppitke). Lyla & Joy were children 
when their mothers went to Guild. 

 
 

 
 
A brief history taken from the book printed 
for the Centenary of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Nundah, 1863 – 2013 
 
‘Zion Hill’ was originally established as a 
Mission to the Aboriginals until the Moreton 
Bay District was opened to settlement by free 
Immigrants. Hence, Government subsidies 
ceased and mission work was abandoned. 
St Paul’s church lends itself architecturally to 
give glory to God. Following the tradition of the 
early settlers at Nundah, who’s first priority 
was to worship their God in thankfulness and 

praise, as they started their new life at ‘Zion 
Hill’ as it was known then.  
 
Guild members gathered once a week in the 
early years for “Mission Sewing”. They made 
basic men’s shorts and women’s dresses 
which were sent to Hope Vale Mission. Old 
and young joined in this for some years. In 
1973 A ‘Meals on Wheels’ service was 
commenced joining with other churches. 1975 
meals on wheels began cooking meals in the 
Church Hall. 1974 Members helped with the 
clean up after the Brisbane floods in January 
by gathering household and food items and 
giving to flood victims. 
1979 began the mammoth task of holding 
stalls to begin fundraising for the proposed 
“Zion Home”. Project ‘Lamington drives’ were 
held until the Home was built. Another major 
undertaking by the Guild was the project to 
raise funds for the roof covering between the 
church and the hall. 1989 the covered walkway 
was finished which added extra undercover 
space for functions. 1991 the Church 
paraments were gradually replaced. Covers 
were also made to protect from dust. 
 
Hosting World Day of Prayer – making biscuits 
for LWA Convention – fund raising for Mary & 
Marthas – holding a spring fair each year – 
hosting the Ewebi family from New Guinea to 
allow Mr Ewebi to further his studies. Money 
was raised for Coen Mission and LWS were all 
among the projects that the Nundah Ladies 
took on with gusto furthering the work in God’s 
Kingdom. Certainly a dedicated group of 
Women. Bible Study first and foremost was 
always the focal part of their monthly 
meetings. 
 
We pray for God’s blessings in the future, 
remembering his generous blessings on all our 
endeavours in the past.  
“To God be the Glory” 
 
**************************************************** 
 

When I am alone, God is my 

comforter. When I am nothing       

God is my everything. When I am sad 

and lonely, God is my song and my 

joy. When I am weak and helpless,      

God is my Strength.   Amen… 
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DARLING DOWNS Fellowship Day 
Hosts: St. John’s Women’s Fellowship, 

Theme: “Serve the Lord with gladness” 

Psalm 100:2, held Tuesday 9th Sept. 

 

61 attendees, including 
visitors, gathered for 
morning tea at St. 
John’s Wilsonton as 
they arrived to join in the 
Zone Fellowship Day. 
President of St. John’s, 
Lynette Kanowski 
welcomed all, including 
LWA President, LWQ 
President & Executive  
 

Bible Study: SMP Ken Von Pein, based his 
reflections on humility, forgiveness and love 
for our neighbour (Luke 14:7-14). Jesus used 
the everyday events to teach rather than the 
rules the Pharisees had developed. This 
reflection was interspersed with questions to 
and from the gathering based on this passage. 
 
Guest Speaker: Ann McLenaghan from 
Hummingbird House, a private hospital in 
Chermside, Qld’s only children’s hospice, 
outlined the history of, and service provided by 
the house. The house provides palliative care, 
free of charge for those children with high 
needs (20%) and those nearing the end of life 
(80%) (mainly cancer), with 24/7 care, 
accommodation and respite for their families.  
 
Spot Speaker: Belinda Sanders, Director of 
Marketing & Community Engagement, 
Concordia Lutheran College, Toowoomba 
gave some of her background and 
connections with Lutheran colleges, and 
shared aspects of the master plan for 
Concordia College – the unification of the 
three campuses; increasing enrolment to 800 
in 10 years; a new Junior centre (currently 
being built on the South St. site) and an early 
learning centre (on Warwick St. Oval) both 
with anticipated completion in 2026. A very 
exciting project for Concordia and the Darling 
Downs. 
The offering of $980 was blessed through 

prayer and will be donated to Hummingbird 

House and Concordia College.  

 

LWQ President, Val Kath informed that LWA 
and LWQ now have insurance against 
litigation which means the Zone Executives 
also have cover. The Insurance policy costing 
$500 each. There may be a need to increase 
respective fees in the future to cover these 
new costs incurred.  
 

A Vote of thanks for 
a very inspiring and 
uplifting Fellowship 
day. Everyone agreed 
it was indeed 
wonderful to meet 
together as Lutheran 
Women, and to 
humbly:  
“Serve the Lord with 
gladness!” 
 

 

Reporter: Robin Jaensch 

**************************************************** 

In Memoriam:  
Olga Roennfeldt 

Olga Roennfeldt (nee 
Reuther) passed away on 
Friday 6th June aged 100 yrs. 
Olga was the President of the 
first Lutheran Women of Qld. 
from 1966-1967. She served 
as National and State 
President between 1966 – 
1974. Olga’s husband, Pr 

Ivan Roennfeldt, served in parishes across 
Queensland. Olga’s funeral took place at 
Nazareth Lutheran Church, Woolloongabba 
on Tuesday 17th June 2026. 
 

Olga is at peace and with her Lord. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at Retreat May 2026. 

Victoria Fitzpatrick’s Topics –  

“Women in the Wilderness” 

(1) Definition of the word ‘Wilderness’ 

(2)  Summary of ‘Wilderness’ and its 

meaning for me. 

(3) How & why ‘Wilderness’? Can any 

good come from it. 

(4) Listening – Reflecting – What is God 

saying to me in that? 

(5) Where to from here? 
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  WIDE BAY BURNETT ZONE 
Fellowship Day 

Theme: “Make yourself at Home” 

 

 
 

Hosts: Gympie Ladies made everyone 
welcome with a very generously prepared 
morning tea. Seventeen ladies from within the 
Zone along with LWA President, Ruth Geitz, 
LWQ President Val Kath and Spiritual Advisor 
Pastor Lionel Rohrlach. 
 

 
Val Kath, Ruth Geitz, Zone President Nola 

Zerner 

 

Devotion, led by Jo-Anne Rohrlach 
introduced the Theme, “Make yourself at 
Home”. As a Pastor’s wife who has 
experienced many parish moves, Jo-Anne 
shared personal insights into truly learning 
how to “make yourself at home” in various 
places.  
 
Pastor Lionel led a thought-provoking Bible 
Study. Together we explored the many ways 
in which we are invited to “make ourselves at 
home” in God’s love. He reminded us we are 
called to grow and be part of God’s family, 
knowing this earthly life is temporary, while our 
eternal home awaits. God lovingly welcomes 
each of us just as we are. 

 

Guest Speaker: Ann 
Wojczuk, CEO of 
Lifehouse, Gympie, 
shared about the vital 
work her organization 
does. Lifehouse 
provides a free, 
confidential calming 
space to support 
individuals through 

pregnancy and parenting challenges. Ann 
highlighted how Lifehouse helps young 
women experience the love of the Lord and 
reminds them they are never alone. 
 
LWQ President, Val Kath, gave a brief update 
on the happenings within Lutheran Women of 
Qld. We were blessed to have Val join us for 
the day. Warm greetings were also shared 
from the LWQ Secretary Colette Mangan on 
behalf of the Executive. 
 
Throughout the day we enjoyed singing hymns 
that beautifully echoed our theme. A vote of 
thanks by WBB Zone Treasurer, Karen Bryce, 
to the Gympie Guild for their hospitality and 
warm welcome. Pastor Lionel closed the 
gathering with prayer. 
 
Table grace was said before everyone enjoyed 
lunch and fellowship. Certainly, a joyful and 
enriching day for all who attended, as we each 
carried home the message to “Make Yourself 
at Home”, in God’s love and among one 
another. 
 

Reporter: Heather Behrendorff  

Secretary: WBB Zone. 

 

 

 

 

Life is not about being rich, 

being popular, being highly 

educated or being perfect. 

It’s about being real,                  

humble and kind. 
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FELLOWSHIP                            

ROUND-UP  

 

St Paul’s LADIES 

FELLOWSHIP              

CABOOLTURE 

Open Garden Fundraiser hosted by Lois 

and Neil Kube at Morayfield Qld 

Both Lois and Neil come from gardening 
families – they enjoy creating a garden for their 
family (especially the grandchildren) and 
friends to enjoy. They both get satisfaction out 
of creating Garden Art, practically when it’s 
made from recycled or up cycled items. 
 
In July this year they decided to open their 
garden for others to enjoy as well as a 
fundraising event to support the local St Paul’s 
Lutheran Ladies Fellowship project, Lutheran 
Youth of Queensland. 
 
The Ladies Fellowship helped with baking 
biscuits to sell on the day. Various individuals 
donated items for a multi draw raffle and Lois 
crocheted a rug that was also raffled. Lois’ 
sisters travelled from Roma and Tara to 
support this event. Sister Sue made a barbed 
wire ball which visitors could guess the length 
of barb wire used in its making. 
 
Entry was via donation and children could 
participate in a hunt for items in the garden 
during their visit. 
 
The weather for the day was absolutely 
glorious. LYQ Director, Darren Pope, attended 
and described it as a special community time 
of friend raising and fundraising for LYQ. 
 
The Caboolture Garden Club visited the 
garden several days later and along with funds 
from a raffle that they held and donated, a total 
of $2300 was raised. What a blessing it was to 
see so many people come together to support 
LYQ and the work that they do to Grow 
connected, hope-filled people.  
 

 

 

 

 

Some photos of their garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A quiet resting place in every corner 

 



8 
 

“HEARTS ON FIRE” Celebrating 
FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE. 

Luke 24:32 “Were not our 
hearts burning within us, 
while Christ talked with us”. 
 

Immanuel Women’s 
Fellowship Buderim, 
celebrated their 60th 

Anniversary with a morning of Fellowship 
and thanking God for his guidance during the 
years since twelve ladies with “Hearts on 
Fire” formed Immanuel Guild in 1960. 
 
President of Immanuel Fellowship, Pam 
Flesser, welcomed approx. 70 guests 
including sister Fellowships within the Zone 
and LWA President Ruth Geitz. 
 
Shirley Gartner gave a brief history of the 
Fellowship, paying tribute to the pioneer 
women who came together with their aim to 
study God’s word through Bible Study, care 
and supporting each other, while working for 
their church & the wider community and 
missions. Catering was always a means of 
raising funds for Mission and Home Projects. 
Catering for weddings @ $3.50pp was the 
norm, but of course everything was 
homemade and donated. God has guided and 
blessed us through the Holy Spirit and will 
keep our “Hearts on Fire: Psalm13:5-6  
“I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices 
in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, for he 
has been good to me”. 
 
Devotion: Pastor Dan Mueller related to the 
story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24) to explore the concept of a ‘Burning 
Heart’. Not as a fleeting emotion, but as a 
profound understanding and renewed faith 
ignited by the Holy Spirit. This spiritual fire is a 
gift from God, received through the “Means of 
Grace”. God’s Word – Prayer and the Holy 
Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion 
 
A story by Pam “Living in the 60’s” was told 
with a few added ‘quips’ by her sister Jennifer 
Kleidon who was our organist. Pam & 
Jennifer’s mother was a Foundation member. 
 
Guest Speaker: Anne Hansen from Lutheran 
Tract Mission, highlighted events of the past 
where someone’s heart had to be stirred to 
make a difference. God’s guiding hand was 

with the fellowship as he gave you faith, hope 
for the future and the love of Christ burning in 
your hearts. Let God’s words talk through your 
experiences and share how God has led you 
on your life’s journey. 
 
Lyndal Mayer, part of the Immanuel Mission 
team to Uganda, told of the work they are 
doing, especially in the poorer areas. During 
their next trip in November, they hope to build 
another sewing room, provide sewing 
machines, piggeries and chickens, mainly for 
the women to become self- supporting. The 
takings for the day will help significantly 
towards the projects they undertake. ($2,060) 
  

 
 

The celebration cake was cut by Shirley & 
Pam with the help of all the members. Pam 
thanked everyone for making the day special, 
especially those who volunteered their skills in 
various ways. After singing table grace, “Now 
thank we all our God”, we adjourned to 
Fellowship Terrace where the winter sun 
shone brightly and the Uganda team served 
welcome refreshments. 
 
Psalm 100: 5 “For the Lord is good and His 
love endures forever, His faithfulness 
continues through all generations. 
 
Reporter: Pam Flesser. 
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SMALL IN NUMBERS – BIG IN IDEAS 

Calvary Lutheran Women’s Fellowship, 
Fundraiser Morning Tea, Glass House Mts 

 

Friday, 8th August, dawned with showers of 
rain, but many prayers flew to God to make our 
day a success, and God didn’t disappoint. How 
great He is!   
 

Approximately 51 guests, both male and 
female, gathered to enjoy morning tea and lots 
of lucky door prizes. At 10 am, all were invited 
into the church where Dorothy Heller led 

Devotion 
highlighting 

Dorcas’s 
wonderful 

sewing ability 
from the Bible.  
One of our 

congregational members, Leone Newell, 
offered to “Air 
her Quilts”, and 
really impressed 
our guests with 
her beautiful 
work. From hand 
made to 
machine made, 
and featuring 
exquisite materials, Leonie’s quilts showed off 
her craftsmanship and eye for colour. She also 
spoke on her work for Sunshine Linus. This 
group, based in Nambour, supply weighted 
vests for autistic people, young and old; quilts 
for foster children, so they have something of 
their very own when shuffled from house to 
house; bags for x-rays for cancer sufferers and 
many other ingenious works of art for schools, 
nursing homes, police and ambulance 
services and hospitals. God has blessed 
Leone with a wonderful talent which she has 
used to show her love of her Lord. 
 

Lots of questions were asked and when it 
came time to leave, all reported they had a 
great time. $1500.00 was raised for the 
ongoing projects, local and afar, that we 
support. Thanks to all who helped in any way, 
and to all who came.  
God continued the rain after everyone had left. 
‘Thank you, loving Father!’ 
 

Submitted by Cathy Schultz. 

WEST MORETON FELLOWSHIP DAY      

30th Sept. – A Joyful Gathering in Faith 
 
Women of WMZ gathered at Trinity Lutheran 
Church Lowood, for Fellowship Day, hosted by 
Lowood Parish. The Theme – “When life gives 
you lemons” John 16:33 reminded all that 
despite life’s challenges, Jesus has overcome 
the world and in Him, we can find peace.  
 
After enjoying a scrumptious morning tea, Pr 
Ben Graham opened with a heartfelt devotion 
exploring how God can transform life’s “sour” 
moments into something beautiful. A stunning 
visual display by Rita Rasmussen illustrated 
this with floral arrangements. Thorny 
succulents, bright yellow snapdragons grown 
from seed in her garden, symbolising how God 
can bring joy from hardship. 
 
43 attendees from across the region were 
welcomed by Delma Barrett, President of 
Lowood and Fay Gutzke WMZ President. 
An update report from Val Kath LWQ 
President and LCAQD Bishop Mark.  
Guest speaker, Jean Bray, former Mayor of 
Esk Shire, spoke candidly about her personal 
and professional ‘Lemons’ and how 
community, resilience and faith helped her 
persevere. 
 
Pr Peter Geyer’s Bible study reflected on 
Abraham’s journey and the ‘lemons’ he was 
given, reminding us that we are never alone in 
our struggles. Pr Ben Graham shared his 
journey to ministry, how he resisted his call for 
years until finally embracing it. 
Mary & Martha’s was the recipient of the 
offering of $699.00. 
Lunch, laughter, and fellowship concluded the 
day.  
 
Reporter Doreen Pocknee 
**************************************************** 

Sometimes, the hardest 

prayer is 

“Your will be done. Lord” 

But it’s also the 

Most powerful 

 

Most powerful. 
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LWQ RETREAT 2026 
15 -16-17 MAY 
At: Maroochy Waters 
  Convention Centre. 
 

GOOD NEWS 
For the first 15 young women who 
apply, LLL is offering $100 off your 

registration. 
Please indicate if you are Under 35 
and enter your Birthday Date on the 

Registration form. 

. 
**************************************************** 

Pastor Jordan Bennett’s                 

“Thought for today.” 

Recently we had the story of Mary and Martha 
(not Easter Mary and Martha, the other ones) 
and I believe their story challenges us to ask 
whether our churches are places of 
mutuality—where both faith and works are 
honoured. Are we making room for all people 
to sit at Jesus’ feet? Are we supporting those 
who are burdened by endless service, helping 
them step into space of grace? Are we 
ensuring that everyone gets time to both work 
and rest?  
 
If the church values only work, we burn out our 
most faithful servants. If the church values only 
learning, we ignore the needs of the world 
around us. But if the church values both, we 
create a community where faith and action 
nourish one another. This is the kind of old 
discipleship Jesus calls us to—a rhythm of 
faith and works, where no one is left out, where 
no one carries the weight alone. 
 
We are called to serve—to seek justice, to 
care for the hungry, to build something 
tangible and real. But we are also called to 
sit—to listen, to learn, to be filled by God’s 
presence before we pour ourselves out again. 
But in the space between—in the rhythm of  
Faith and works, action and presence- 
we meet Jesus  

Mary Sat with Jesus  
Martha served Jesus.   

Both were acts of love. 
 
Jordan Bennett   LWQ Spiritual Advisor 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 2026 
 
BN&SCZ Rally Day 
Immanuel Buderim: 
16th April  To Be Confirmed 
 
DDZ Rally Day: Tue 21st April 
Good Shepherd, Toowoomba  
Theme “God - Love & comfort”   
  
CQZ Rally 21st March – Emerald 
“Be still & know that I am God” 
 
2027 Retreat/Convention 
         Toowoomba.   
****************************************************      

 
Newsletter Editor 

 
Greetings everyone. By 
now you will have 

noticed that from 2026, the cost of the 
Newsletter will increase by $1 to $5 per year. 
Hopefully this will keep up with costs 
especially the increase in postage. We do 
hope this small increase will not impact too 
many people. 
A reminder that as soon as you know when 
your Rally and Fellowships Day dates are, let 
me know so they can go into the Newsletter for 
other Fellowships who may like to attend. 
Other Fellowships also like to know what is 
happening in your Fellowships, some just 
need fresh ideas etc. to introduce into their 
programs. 
So keep the news coming. 
 
Pam Flesser

NEWSLETTER 

INFORMATION 

Deadline for June 2026 issue         
May 1st 

Editor - Pam Flesser, 
26/23 Blackwood St., 

MAROOCHYDORE 4558 
E mail pnpfless@bigpond.net.au 
           Mob 0416 203 433 
 
Format: MD WORD DOC 
High resolution Photos, Please 

mailto:pnpfless@bigpond.net.au
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LWQ RETREAT – 15th to 17th May 2026 

Maroochy Waterfront Camp & Conference Centre 

THEME: ‘Women in the Wilderness’ Matthew 11-28-30 

“Come unto me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” 
 

PROGRAM 

Day Time Activity 
Friday 3.00pm Registration 

Meet and Greet 
 5.45pm Welcome – LWQ President (Val Kath) 

                   BN&SC Zone President (Marilyn Jonas) 
 6.00pm Dinner 
 7.00pm Evening Program – Getting to know you activities 
 8.00pm Explanation of Christian Symbols 
 8.30pm Taize Service 
 9.00pm Supper 
Saturday 7.00am Breakfast 
 8.00am Devotion/Praise 
 8.30am Bible Study (Pastor Jordan) 
 10.00am Morning Tea 
 10.30am Spot Speakers – LWA President (Ruth Geitz) 

                             LWQ Vice President (Hazel Weis) 
Guest Speaker - Heather and Neville Doecke (former 
Lutheran teachers, principal, and pastor, who have been 
teaching and ministering to indigenous communities in far 
North Queensland and in the Northern Territory). 

  Guest Speaker – Professor Jane Edwards (UQ lecturer in 
music therapy for dementia patients) 

 12.00pm Lunch 
 1.00pm Rest (sleep/walk/board games/cards/optional exercise class) 
 2.00pm Guest Speaker – Anne Hansen (Lutheran Tract Mission) 
 2.30pm Guest Speaker – Victoria Fitzpatrick (Christian Artist) 
 3.00pm Afternoon Tea 
  Free Time (Sleep/rest/ read/board games/cards/art 

activities/own projects/sing/play music/etc.) 
 6.00pm Dinner 
 7.00pm Immanuel Lutheran Youth (sharing their faith through music, 

singing and talking about how Christian camping has impacted 
their lives) 

 8.00pm Finger Labyrinth (Christian contemplation, prayer and reflection 
on God’s Word using Bible verses) 

 8.30pm Supper 
Sunday 7.00am Breakfast 
 8.00am Pack Up, return lanyards and review sheets. 
 8.30am Worship Service with communion, including memorial hymn 

and candle lighting. 
 10.00am Morning Tea 
 10.30am Announcements / Review 
 11.30am Lunch 
  

 
 
Farewell 
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REGISTRATION FORM LWQ RETREAT 15-17th May 2026 

Maroochy Waterfront Camp and Conference Centre, David Low Way, Maroochydore. Q 
Please indicate if you are under 35 - add your birth date, as LLL is offering $100 off your 

registration. This is for the first 15 young women who apply 
Please complete this form and send to BN & SC Zone Treasurer (details below) 

Surname  Preferred Name: 

 Date of birth if under 35: 

Address  

Phone / email P: E:  

Diet/ Health issues  
Emergency Contact Name: P: 

Church group  

     Men’s Registration    

Surname  Given Name: 

Address  

Phone / email P: E: 

Emergency contact Name: P: 

Diet/ Health issues  

   

Ladies+Mens Registration Description Please fill in all that apply Cost Total 

Full Registration Friday to Sunday (incl all meals & accommodation) 350.00  

(Excluding Linen Package Per person)                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                           Gluten free meals x 10 

 
30.00 

 

Saturday only –(M/tea, Lunch, A/tea & 2 course dinner) 150.00  

Men’s package (incl. accom. Fri. & Sat. night) – Friday A/Tea; 
Saturday breakfast, A/tea, 2 course dinner; Sunday M/tea & lunch                                          
                                                                             (Gluten free meals) 
   Note This does NOT include dinner Fri night or lunch on Saturday 

 
274.00 

20.00 

 

Saturday – Men leave for day trip lunch at own expense.      

Men – Day visitors  Includes – ( Fri A/T, Sat A/T & 2 course dinner  84.00  

            Sunday M/T, Lunch)                                  (Gluten Free meals) 15.00  

Linen package: pillow+case+top & bottom sheets+blanket+towel pp 30.00  

Single room supplement x 2 nights 86.00  

Late fee if paid after 18th April     20.00  

                                                                                      TOTAL   

         Registration required by……21st April 2026  
Payment Details:- Direct Credit to: BN & SC Zone of LWQ.    
                                                       BSB 064 151; A/c No 0090 3504;  Reference:(your name). 

Cheque or Money Order payable to BN & SC Zone of LWQ. 
Please post signed form and Payment details to: 

Mrs Pam Flesser, 26/23 Blackwood St., Maroochydore  4558 
Or scan and email to:- pnpfless@bigpond.net.au 

 

I / we……………………………………………………………, do hereby apply to participate in the LWQ 
BN & SC Zone RETREAT at Maroochy Waterfront Camp and Conference Centre, David Low Way Maroochydore 
15 -17th May, 2026. I/we declare that LWQ BN & SC ZONE officers and all others concerned with the Retreat be 
free from all responsibility whatsoever for all accidents or illnesses resulting from my/our participation in any 
activities with the Retreat. Furthermore, I/we promise to conduct myself/ourselves as Christians and willingly 
submit to the rules set down for the Retreat. 

 I / WE DO / DO NOT agree to my photo being used in LWQ Retreat publications. 

SIGNATURE…Female………………………………………………...…Date……. /……/2026 
                         Male…   ……………………………………………….   Date…… /…… /2026 
 NOTE: Each room has ensuite & Fridge.   
 Please indicate if double bed is required ……….…and/or shower chair ………………. 
 My preference to room share with …………………………………………………………

mailto:pnpfless@bigpond.net.au
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