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NEWSLETTER  
June 2026                                  No. 197                                           lwq.org.au  

 
Love  -  Joy  -  Peace 

Patience – Kindness – Goodness 
Faithfulness – Gentleness - 

Selfcontrol 
 
The Beautiful Themed Quilt hand made 
by Janette Armstrong and Esther Lewis 
made for the BS&GC Zone Fellowship 
Day 2025  
 
Report on page 5. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

RETREAT held on 15 - 16 - 17th May 2026. 
Theme: “Women in the Wilderness” Matt 11:28-30 

 
Long-lasting, Wondrous Quality-time, 

with old friends and new. Exploring what it means to be  
“Women in the Wilderness”.  

 
Our friendly hosts from Brisbane North and Sunshine Coast kept us enterained 

along with Bible Study – Guest Speakers – Quiet time – craft – singing. 
 

The weekend began with a meeting of LWQ Executive at 
Immanuel Church Buderim where all Zones of LWQ were 
represented.   

Moving on to the Retreat Venue. Registration - Meet and 
Greet before being welcomed by LWQ President – Val Kath 
and BN&SC Zone President Marilyn Jonas. The Theme Song 
set the mood for the weekend – ‘Be still in the Presence of 
the Lord’ and ‘Father Welcomes all His children’.  

Dinner, followed by a Taize Service with our Spiritual Advisor Pastor Jordan Bennett to calm the 
nerves after travelling. Marilyn explained the Christian Symbols that we based the program on and 
was displayed on the Table Mats for everyone to take home. We all welcomed the early night to 
rest after a long days travel in readiness for an eventful weekend.  
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Saturday began with breakfast at 7.00am 
Praise time - we sang “As we step from the 
edge of morning” and “Turn your eyes on 
upon Jesus”. 

In the absence of Jill Schefe, Felicity Bradford 
read the Devotion Jill had prepared for 
Retreat prior to her previously organized 
travel arrangements. They were going to the 
Holy Land.  

Rest for the Weary 

The Christian church is not a big-self help  
Group, where we simply forget our  
Troubles by thinking happy thoughts to chase  
The blues away. Fortunately, Jesus has 
something better for us than simply happy 
thoughts. He gives Himself. For every burden 
there is strength, in every sorrow there is 
comfort, and in all distress, there is peace. It 
is the strength, comfort, and peace of Jesus 
Christ. May we find rest and peace in Your 
Presence and take joy in serving you, our 
refuge, our strength and our great reward. 

Pastor Jordan Bennett, in His Bible Study 
gave the Bible’s meaning to  

“Women in the Wilderness” 

• ‘Wilderness’ is often a place of 
testing, but also of meeting God. 

• ‘Come’ – Invitation, Jesus invites all 
who are weary and burdened. We 
contemplated on burdens we are 
carrying that others may not see. 

• ‘I will Give You Rest’ – Rest is 
confidence in grace, even in 
wilderness. 

• ‘The Yoke’ – Shared strength. Even 
when pain is unseen, Christ carries 
more than we know. You walk 
forward. Not alone, Never alone. 

Spot speakers: LWA President (Ruth Geitz)  
gave an update on Convention 2027.                                                                                    
LWQ Vice President (Hazel Weis) explained 
the importance of keeping attendance 
records.              
 LCAQD FAB Ben Hentschke. gave Bishop 
Mark Vainikka’s report which emphasized the 
importance of “United in Hope” for the 
mission of Nth Qld. Strengthening the 

ministry presence in the region. It is important 
work in our own ‘back yard’, and it is Gospel 
work.  

GUEST SPEAKERS –Heather & Neville 
Doecke – Their interesting ministry while 
working with Indigenous communities in Far 
Nth Qld and Northern Territory.  Professor 
Jane Edwards - (UQ lecturer in music therapy 
for dementia patients). 

After lunch a Power Point talk on the (Early 
Nundah Mission). St Paul’s Nundah 
Fellowship have recently celebrated 100 
years. 

A break to enjoy some Fellowship/craft/art or 
just time catch up with friends.  

GUEST SPEAKER: Anne Hansen Lutheran 
Tract Mission Representative gave us a 
report on new tracts and encouraged us to 
take from the vast range of tracts she 
exhibited for all occasions.                  
Victoria Fitzpatrick – Christian Artist – 
spoke of her struggles in the wilderness and 
not even being able to paint. With the help of 
knowing God is always near she has 
recovered and back doing what she loves – 
Painting.  

 A short coffee break followed by our own 
activities. Then spruce up for Pre Dinner wine 
and cheese sponsored by Lutheran 
Laypersons League.                                 
The evening program was delightful with 
dinner music by Kevin and Kylie Grimley from 
Immanuel Buderim. We all sang or hummed 
along to old time favorites. 

Immanuel College Student Ben Wilson along 
with SMP Student Stefan Volejnik shared 
their faith journey and how it has impacted 
their lives. Attending Christian Life Camps 
and leadership training camps at Luther 
Heights, Coolum.  

We enjoyed listening to Christian singing with 
Keyboard – Trumpet & Guitar by the Holland 
family – Justin, Karl & Nicole, from Immanuel 
Buderim. ‘Be Still in the presence of the Lord’ 
was a fitting ending to the evening program 
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Marilyn finished with the explanation of the 
Finger Labyrinth (Christian contemplation, 
prayer and reflection on God’s Word using 
Bible verses). Ending quietly on the eventful 
days program. 

Breakfast and it was time to pack up before 
Worship Service with Holy Communion. “Till 
we meet again next year”  

Reporter: Pam Flesser 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT – VAL 

 At the time of writing we have just celebrated 
Pentecost, sometimes referred to as the 
Churches Birthday. What a gift the Holy Spirit 
is. This is in line with the most celebrated gift 
– JESUS – the reason for the celebration of 
Christmas. What a joy!! What a blessing!! . 
May the spirit of gentleness and restlessness 
stir us from placidness. 

Our 2026 Retreat  “Women in the 
Wilderness”  is done and dusted. So much 
organisation by BNSC ensured the weekend 
was a wonderful time of God’s Presence 
through study of his word, sharing of the work 
done in his name and catching up and 
making acquaintances with likeminded ladies.  
There have been many reports of an uplifting 
and inspiring weekend. Thank you ladies of 
BNSC.  80 ladies and 12 men were in 
attendance. The men had a wonderful river 
cruise with lunch organised and friendships 
I’m sure have been made.  

Sunday Communion Service led by Pastor 
Jordan our LWQ Spiritual Adviser was a 
fitting end to our Retreat. Offering of 
$1,920.00 was allocated to the FNQ Mission 
Appeal, United in Hope a project of LCAQD. 

All zones have held their Rally days with all 
Executive positions being filled. Thank You 
Lord. 

 LWQ Council met on Friday prior to Retreat 
with all zones being represented. Thank you 
ladies for making the effort to be part of the 
meeting and Retreat. It was especially 
encouraging to have Caroline Austin, a new 
member from Emerald and the new Central 

Zone president join us, I pray she may have a 
better insight to the working of LWQ and met 
and made new acquaintances.                  
How encouraging to have some young blood 
with fresh enthusiasm and ideas. Thank you 
Lord. 

Planning is well under way for 2027 LWQ 
Retreat/Convention to be held in Toowoomba 
April 2-4, hosted by DDZ. on behalf of LWQ. 
We ask God’s blessings and guidance as 
they prepare and work towards this our 60th  
Anniversary of LWQ. If you have any 
memorabilia, photos, maybe Zone 
Secretary/Presidents would be willing to 
receive these and forward to LWQ 
Secretary/President so we can all share in 
the memories at our Convention. Updates will 
be shared. 

 LWA Convention will be held in Queensland 
in 2027 just prior to General Synod. More 
news will be shared in the near feature so as 
to give you plenty of time to plan and put it in 
your planners.  I pray many of you may be 
able to take advantage of a “Home State” 
venue and experience a National gathering of 
Lutheran Woman. Please keep our LWA 
Queensland Executive in your prays as they 
plan and work towards this gathering. 

In conclusion I would ask if you could 
prayerfully remember our faithful and efficient 
Newsletter Editor Pam. She is not getting any 
younger and would be happy to pass down 
the banner to some energetic, enthusiastic 
and maybe younger lady who would like the 
challenge to serve LWQ in this position. I’m 
sure Pam would be happy to speak with you 
if you are even only remotely interested.  

May God’s Peace, Mercy and Grace be with 
us all.Blessings: Val  

 



4 
 

Amy Pace, Caroline Austin, Emily & baby,     
Leanne Kopp 

 
Free 
time to 
chat – 
knit – 
crochet 
– read 
etc. 

 
Emily Keighran & baby - Shirley & Susie Radke 
 

 
 
         Pastor Jordan looked after all our     
                Spiritual and Tec ne

Neville & 
Heather 
Doecke 
Guest 
speakers 
Receive a gift 
basket 
prepared by St. 
Mark’s 
Fellowship. 
 

 
Men enjoying Retreat  

 

 

 
 
Ladies enjoyed Chair Yoga 
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Brisbane South & Gold Coast Zone 
Fellowship Day – 21st October 2025 

Theme: “Fruit of the Spirit” 
Galations 5:22-23 

Hosts: Good Shepherd, Tingalpa. 

 Zone Pres. Kaye Rossmann and Tingalpa 
Pres. Janette Armstrong, welcomed 39 
attendees.  

Pr. Rob D’Antoni based his devotion on the 
theme for the day “Fruit of the Spirit”, asking 
the ladies to describe creation.  Although the 
descriptions of creation given by the ladies, as 
beautiful and good. While it is both, it is also a 
world tarnished by sin, death and devil. The 
fruit of the spirit for children of God, is a sign 
of our spiritual transformation, a beginning to 
respond to faith and a simple trust in Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour 

Guest speaker, Fred Stolz shared the 
wonderful experiences he and wife Lois had 
during their time in PNG. Fred devoted over 
five decades to education, in recognition of his 
service, Fred was awarded the Order of 
Australia Medal (OAM) in 2023, for 54 years of 
service to education. In 2018 he became an 
Officer of the Order of Logohu in PNG. Fred 
was called by the Lutheran Church to 
establish a new teachers’ college founded by 
the German Lutherans, becoming the 
inaugural principal of Balob Teachers College 
in Lae. The college opened in 1965 with 99 
students, and had grown to 300 students in 
1979 when Fred left. In early 2025, Fred and 
Lois returned to Lae to participate in the 60th 
anniversary celebrations of Balob College.  
 
The program was interspersed with short 
prayers on each fruit of the Spirit, along with 
lucky draw prizes and quizzes.  A beautiful, 
themed quilt was made especially for the 
occasion. Janette Armstrong did the 
embroidery and Esther Lewis stitched it 
together. The Quilt is featured on the fromt 
of the Newsletter. 
 
The program closed with the singing, “A Child 
of God”, followed by lunch. 
 
Reporter: Colette Mangan. 
 
 

Brisbane South & Gold Coast Zone  
RALLY DAY - 9th March 2026. 
Theme: “Joy in the journey” 

Psalm 16:11 
True to the theme we journeyed to St. Peter’s 
Alberton on a rainy wet day in March. 
 
Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the 
path of life; in your presence there is fullness 
of Joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore”. What is JOY? The Bible talks 
about joy, rejoice, glad, and delight. John 
16:22 “Nothing and no one has the power to 
steal your joy, unless you let them!” May the 
JOY of the Lord be your strength today! 
 
Special thanks to the Alberton Ladies for the 
welcome cuppa and refreshments. 
 

 
Alberton Hosts: 

B L-R Linda Thompson, Carol Ferguson, 
Shirley Kleinschmidt, Kaye Rossmann, Pastor 

Mark Gierus. 
F L-R: Gail Holder, Phylis Buchbach, Wendy 

Schwenke, Robyn Berndt, Jane Zip. 
 

The Alberton Ladies presented the theme with 
numerous Bible verses. We learn what real 
Joy is from the Bible and we need to live our 
lives according to the Word of God. Isaiah and 
the Psalms speak a lot about Joy in 
abundance. It is exceedingly Joyous to serve 
our Lord. The joy of the Lord gives us 
strength. Joy is the fruit of the Spirit. There is 
joy in worship and praise. Don’t wait for 
“when”, schedule time to do what you enjoy 
and relish the little things. Include God in 
everything, that your joy may be full. Joy is 
knowing your Lord, knowing his promises and 
knowing His love for you. 
Songs of praise: This is the Day; Rejoice in 
the Lord Always; Ode to joy; God give you  
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Joy; I give you my joys & sorrows; He set me 
free; Let’s go out. All songs about JOY. 
 
Pr. Ben Gierus, who recently accepted the 
position of spiritual councilor for the Zone 
related a little of his life story. 
Pr. Ben Hentschke gave news from LCAQD. 
Greetings and apologies from LWA President 
and LWQ President. 
Spot Speakers brought attention to mission 
aims through Asia Focus and the construction 
of a church in Napal to which the Zone 
contributed $3,000. LWQ project. Student 
Bursary. ALWS & Gifts of Grace also the 
importance of Stamp collecting for missions. 
 
92 Zone members in 2025 each contributing 
to Zone and local ministries. Zone Executive 
remains the same – we are reminded how 
precious each one is to God and He alone 
gives us the strength to carry out our tasks in 
His love and grace. 
 
The Joy of service shone brightly and strongly 
throughout our rally day. 
 
Reporter: Helene Kingsley 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

BRISBANE NORTH & SUNSHINE COAST 
ZONE RALLY – 16th April 2026 

Theme: “Strong women, strong faith” 
 

Prov. 31:35. ‘She is clothed with strength and 
dignity: she can laugh at the days to come’ 

 
Host Zone President Marilyn Jonas welcomed 
everyone along with the Guest speaker 
Chaplain Ken Schmidt and his wife Carolyn. 
Greetings from WBB Zone – LWQ Pres. Val 
Kath, in Val’s absence Pam read her 
message. Thanking all women who continue 
to gather in home groups and donate to LWQ 
& LWA projects. 
 
Jill Scheffe based the Devotion on the Theme,    
‘Strong women, Strong faith’. In reality we are 
weak. But in weakness, we are made strong, 
and can do all things through Christ. Do not be 

afraid, turn to Jesus in our weakness, God has 
mercy and forgives us. 
 President Marilyn gave an update on 
preparations for hosting Retreat.  
Anne Hansen: Lutheran Tract Mission Rep. 
invited everyone to take items from the 
display. LTM has been printing tracts for the 
last 20 years. 
 

Guest Speaker: Pastor Ken 
Schmidt gave an account of 
his service in active Ministry 
over 38 years. He began his 
Army Chaplaincy in 1981. 
Serving 14 years in 
Australia before being 
deployed overseas in East 

Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq. Pr Ken gave us 
an insight into life in the villages he visited and 
being there to offer support for families 
displaced in the war zones. Being a Chaplain 
meant he was never armed. His only weapon 
was the cross he made from an old jeep 
aerial. He retired in 2020 to Sandstone Point, 

where he and wife Carolyn joined the 
Caboolture Parish where they take an active 
part in Church life and of course a little fishing.  
 
LWA President: Ruth Geitz reported that 
LWA Convention will be held in SE Qld and 
details are yet to be finalized. 
 
Caboolture will host Fellowship Day on 23rd 
Sept. Theme ‘Bind us together” 
 
The offering of $707.00 will be donated to 
United in Hope FNQ Ministries. 
 
 
Reporter: Narelle Jefferd. 
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WEST MORETON ZONE RALLY DAY 
31st March 2026  

 “Hope and a Future” 
2 Cor. 5:17. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation: the old has gone, the 

new is here”. 
 

 
 

Rally Day was a truly uplifting and joy-filled 
occasion, hosted by the Gatton Peace Ladies 
Fellowship. On arrival we were made welcome 
with a delightful morning tea prepared by our 
hosts, assisted by the Students of Faith 
Lutheran College. A special highlight was a 
display of homemade jams and Chutneys. 
 
Each guest received a ribboned butterfly 
bookmark and a gift containing smarties and a 
butterfly. Decorations of butterflies attached to 
palm fronds created a serene and meaningful 
atmosphere. 
 
Pr Wolf Roehm based his devotion around 
the theme. Using the life cycle of the butterfly 
as a powerful illustration, like the butterfly is 
transformed, so too are we through baptism. 
Our sins are washed away. On conclusing a 
box of fluttering mechanical butterflies was 
released symbolizing transformation in a vivid 
and joyful way. 
 
Guest Speaker: Kerrin Huth continued the 
Theme drawing from her life on the farm and 
her fascination with butterflies. Sharing her 
personal journey of 37 years as a teacher to a 
time of uncertainty, and ultimately to 
answering God’s call to chaplaincy. We were 
encouraged by Kerrin’s Story of 
transformation, accompanied by a slideshow 
of butterfly photographs taken on her farm. 
Like the butterfly when God transforms us on 
the inside it is reflected in our lives.  

Kerrin was presented with a handmade quilt 
featuring butterflies.  
 
Pr Peter Geyer’s thoughtful closing devotion 
compared our spiritual lives to that of a “very 
hungry caterpillar”, we may seek satisfaction 
in worldly things, yet remain unfulfilled. The 
Holy Spirit transforms us into children of God, 
Just like the caterpillar becoming a beautiful 
butterfly.  
 
The offering was dedicated to supporting 
chaplaincy at Mary and Martha’s refuge.  
Lunch Laughter and Fellowship ended the day 
leaving all uplifted by messages of Hope and 
transformation in Christ. 
 
Reporter Doreen Pocknee. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

DARLING DOWNS RALLY DAY 21st April 
Held at Good Shepherd Toowoomba 
Theme: “God – Love and Comfort” 

 
 

A lovely Autumn Toowoomba morning, 59 
women including guests and Pastors gathered 
for the 58th Annual DD Zone Rally. 
Good Shepherd President, Margaret 
Schelberg and Zone President welcomed all 
with the 23rd Psalm. God’s love and comfort in 
good and bad times. 
 

 
L-R Hazel Weis, Jenny Stollznow, Diana Berlin, 
Rhonda Le Huillier, Cheryl Vonhoff, Cheryl Peters, 
Lois Schultz, Ros Vonhoff. 
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Sue Donges explained the Theme. “God, 
Comfort and Love” reminds us of the Trinity. 
God the Father is represented by the hands 
holding a baby. Isaiah 41:13 “For I am the 
Lord your God who takes hold of your right 
hand. Love – The Son is represented by the 
crucifix. While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Comfort The Holy Spirit is represented 
by a dove. I do not give as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. Along the altar rail stick figures 
represent us praising and thanking God. 
 

 
 
Special Welcome was given to Bishop Mark 
Vainikka, LWA Pres. Ruth Geitz – Sec. Avalon 
Hall.  LWQ Pres. Val Kath - Sec. Colette 
Mangan, and other Executive members. 
 
Bible Study led by Pr. Mark Blackwell. 
Because we are forgiven, healed, we can 
bring comfort to others. He walks beside us 
during suffering. He is with us always.  
A great Bible passage on Comfort is found in 
2 Cor. 1:3-7 ‘Praise to the God of all 
Comfort’. 
 
Offering received on the day was $1,058.00 
will be given to Lutheran Media. 
 
Guest Speaker: Nola Lorraine Passmore is a 
Christian Author, which is her writer’s name. 
Nola gave an uplifting end enlightening insight 
into her life, with Lutheran connections 
through her parents. Her father being the 
donor of the land for the Lutheran Church in 
Nundah. Now in semi-retirement Nola was 
asked “How did she get into creative writing”? 
After doing a course at University, she was 
asked ‘why believe in God’? She wrote an 
article that was published, ‘The God Factor’, 
and other articles have been published in 
Australian Stories, God Stories, short stories 
and a novel - ‘scattered’ along with other 

devotionals. Her books have been a blessing 
to many, including a man in jail, who became 
a Christian after reading one of her books. 
  
Closing Devotion: Bishop Dr. Mark Vainikka 
based his devotion on Luke 24 Deciples on 
the road to Emmaus had been living in hope, 
Jesus walks and talks with them and their 
hope is restored. Christ comes to us, walks 
with us, feeds us, so we can share our 
burdens with Him. Invite Jesus into every 
space in our life – God has already come to 
us. He is the God of all love and Comfort. 
 
Fellowship during lunch before the journey 
home. 
 
Reporters: Jenny Stollznow & Lois 
Schultz. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

WIDE BAY BURNETT ZONE  Rally day 
Held at St. James Church Hervey Bay. 

23rd April 2026. 
Theme: “When Faith feels far away (Holding 

Hope for our children and grandchildren)” 
 

A welcome cuppa for the long distance 
travelers was well received. 
 
In the absence of Pastor Edwin Shoesmith, Pr 
Lester Reinbott welcomed all and “Great is 
Your Faithfulness” was the opening song. 



9 
 

Pr Lester’s Bible study was titled “How to 
share the Gospel with your Grandkids - if their 
parents are not ‘Religious’?” Proverbs 13:22 
“Good people leave an inheritance to their 
grandchildren” - brought forward various 
suggestions.  
Great concern is held for our grandchildren 
growing up in a world that is falling away from 
the Christian faith. 
Spend time with them – invite them to go with 
you to church – talk about God’s work in your 
life. Love and encourage your non believing 
children - Are just some of the ways we can 
show the importance of God’s love in our 
lives. 
 
Reports from LWA Pres. Ruth Geitz; LWQ 
Pres. Val Kath;  WBB Z Pres. Nola Zerner; 
Karen Bryce gave the Zone Treasurer’s 
report; Marilyn Jonas gave an update on LWQ 
Retreat in May. 
 
Guest Speaker: David Barnett works with 
parents and children in disturbed families. He 
is a Family intervention Officer employed by 
St. Vincent’s de Paul. Alarming Statistics show 
that 39,000 children were in danger. Of this 
number 12,700 were not living at home with 
their parents. Three kinds of care is offered – 
Foster Care, Kinship Care and Residential 
Care. 
The Qld Government provided $11 million to 
help fund this interaction with families. 
Substance abuse and financial pressure are 
some of the issues addressed. Faith plays a 
part in helping families cope. They grow to 
learn about Christianity and are encouraged to 
become effective parents. 
 
Adjournment for lunch with the help from the 
Husbands of members and later were given a 
huge “Thank you”. 
 
 Guest Speaker: Pr Lester, while living in New 
Zealand, based his address on the story of 
“How God used a young girl to spread the 
Christian faith in New Zealand – Tarore and 
her Book”. A Maori chief and his daughter, 
Tarore was given a copy of St. Luke’s Gospel 
written in Maori. Tarore treasured this book 

and often read to her Father. Warring tribes 
were prolific. One time 21 children & 3 adults 
fled because of this warfare. While camping, a 
raiding party noticed their fire and attacked. All 
except Tarore escaped – she was killed. 
The savage chief noticed the Gospel book and 
took it back to his hut. Didn’t mean anything to 
him and threw it into a corner. A Young man 
(a slave) had been taught to read by 
Missionaries he took the book and read it to 
the savage chief. 
 
At Tarore’s funeral her father talked of 
forgiveness. Retribution was normal but he 
said no – “Let God do this”. The savage Chief 
heard of this and through God’s work and the 
Gospel of Luke he asked Tarore’s father for 
forgivness. From this the word of God spread 
throughout the Maori nation. It is thought the 
missionaries brought Christianity to New 
Zealand but it was the Maori race that spread 
the Word – all because of the book of St. 
Luke. 
 
Election of Zone Executive: 
Zone Pres. Heather Behrendorff 
V Pres. Pam Prange; Sec. Gae Hartwich; 
Treas. Karen Bryce; Ex Members-Judy Guse, 
Gail Gerchow.  
Executive was installed by Pr Lester. 
Zone Fellowship Day will be hosted by 
Murgon – 8th Sept.9am for 9.30 am start.   
The offering of $552 will be forwarded to 
Michael Lockwood of the Chinese Lutheran 
Seminary in Tiawan. 
 
Devotion, prayer and singing “May the feet of 
God walk with you” ending the day. 
 
Reporter: Gail Gerchow.   
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Pastor Jordan Bennett’s        
“Thought for today” 

“Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) 

It’s the shortest verse in Scripture, and 
yet it carries an immense weight. Jesus is 
standing before the tomb of Lazarus, He 
knows exactly what He is about to do, He 
knows resurrection is moments away. And 
still, He weeps. 

This moment is part of our foundational 
understanding of God: He is not distant or 
detached, but deeply present in our suffering. 
Jesus doesn’t stand above grief; He enters 
into it. He feels the sting of death, the ache of 
loss, the brokenness of this world. His tears 
are not weakness—they are love. 

For us, this means we are never alone 
in our sorrow. Whatever weighs on you 
today—grief, fear, uncertainty—Christ has 
already stepped into it with you. He does not 
rush you past your pain; He meets you in it. 
And yet, His tears are not the end of the story. 
The same Jesus who weeps is the One who 
calls Lazarus out of the grave. His 
compassion leads to resurrection. 

So, we live in this tension: we weep, 
but not without hope. Because the One who 
weeps with us is also the One who promises 
new life. 

Pastor Jordan Bennett 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Newsletter Editor. 
 
“I am anticipating we 
get the numbers to hold 

Retreat May 2026”. I need not have worried 
God had it under control, we just needed to 
trust. We thought the (Petrol crises) may have 
an effect on some who would normally attend. 
We must never give up – we must have faith 
that God, in His time will enable events such 
as ours to go ahead. While we understand 
fully that this is not happening for all those 
caught up in the war in the Middle East.  

Feedback from readers of the Newsletter has 
been very favorable – so we endeavor to keep 
it in an easy to read compilation of what our 
Fellowships and Zones are involved in, doing 
mission work at home and the projects of LWA 
and LWQ. We really love to hear and tell other 
Fellowships of just what their groups are doing 
and what works for them. We all love to hear 
and implement new Ideas. 

Our member numbers are on the down slide, 
so it is always good to have a copy of your 
Newsletter on hand to share, as we talk about 
our groups and what it means to us. You can 
always order more copies. Let us not be self-
centered and keep Jesus in a box or on a 
shelf, just for ourselves.  Let us be like Jesus 
riding through the streets on Psalm Sunday 
showing his love for ALL to witness. 
“Hosanna” – Jesus saves. Matt 21:9 

As Val said in her report we need to look for 
continuation of the Newsletter therefore we 
need everyone to start thinking if being Editor 
of the Newsletter. If this is something you or 
someone you know would like to do. Don’t be 
hesitant - put your hand up, you will find it a 
very rewarding part of being Lutheran Women 
of Qld.  

Pam Flesser  - Editor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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ZONE FELLOWSHIP DAYS 
 
BS & GC Zone 
Date:     24th August  
Venue:  Bethania 
Theme: “Held in His Hands” 
 
BN &SC Zone:  
Date:     23rd September 
Venue:  Caboolture 
Theme:  “Bind us together” 
 
CENTRAL QLD  
   
DD Zone  
Date:     1st Sept. 2026 
Venue:  Glencoe. 
Theme: “Shaken but not forgotten” 
              2 Cor 12:9 
 
WBB Zone 
Date:    8th Sept. 9.00 am 
Venue: Murgon 
 
WM Zone  
Date:    30th Sept.  
Venue: Trinity Lutheran Church Dugandan 
Hosts:   Boonah – 9.00 am 
BYO      Lunch  .  
 
 

RETREAT / CONVENTION 
LWQ   April      2027 
 
Hosts: DD ZONE  
 
 

 
 

LWA CONVENTION 2027 
 
 
 

2027 we will celebrate the 
60th Anniversary of 

Lutheran Women of Qld. 
 

Avalon Hall and I have been chatting 
and we are hoping to produce a 
“Commemorative” booklet for the 60th 
Year to be launched at LWQ Retreat / 
Convention – April 2026. 
To make this happen we need your 
input --- Guild/Fellowship/histories/ 
stories/ snippets/ photos (preferably 
with names) that can be shared. Guild 
histories cn include your commenced, 
number of metsembers, names (if 
willing to share), highlights, happenings 
etc etc. 
There will also be a memorability 
display at this Convention/Retreat if you 
are prepared to bring along 
items/photos to be included. (LWA 
Convention will also be held in 2027 
and will also be celebrating 60 years 
with the possibility of displays from 

PAGE INDEX 
1. Cover / BS&GC Banner 

LWQ Retreat May 15-17 
2. LWQ Retreat cont. 
3. LWQ President’s Report 
4. Photos – Retreat 
5. BS & GC F/Ship Day 2025 

BS & GC Rally Day 2026 
6. BN & SC Rally   
7. WM Fellowship Day:   
8. DD Rally Day 
9. WBB Rally Day 
10. Pr Jordan ‘Thought for 

today’ & Newsletter Editor 
11. Dates for the Diary 
12. Forward Planning for 60th 

year of LWQ 
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each State). Also, if ladies can provide 
(source) this information from Guilds 
that have closed. 

Depending on responses, Editors’ 
discretion with editing may apply. 

If we get enough material to produce 
such a booklet there may have to be a 

charge on printing. 
Stories etc to reach Pam Flesser by 

31st December 2026. 
 

These are your stories to be told. 
 
The following is an extract from a letter sent to 
Lutheran Church Office, 1 Wickham St, 
Brisbane, dated     20th April 1967. 

“Approximately 570 people from all parts of 
Queensland attended the Constituting 
Convention of the Lutheran Women of QLD 
which was held at Gatton on 30th March 1967.  

At this Convention it was decided that the 
Lutheran Women of Queensland would 
continue to support projects previously 
supported by each former women’s 
organisations. These include Finschaffen 
Hospital, Katherine House Hostel, Concordia 
College, St. Peter’s College, Rest Homes and 
Missions, Seminary Furnishing Fund. 

Officials elected were President Mr.I. Roennfeldt, 
Vice-President Mrs. Reimers, Secretary Mrs. N. 
Uebergang, Treasurer Mrs. C. Oppermann. 

These ladies, together with the Presidents of the 
Zones will form the Executive Committee of the 
L.W.Q. 

The organisation will function, partly through    
Zones which will be formed as soon as possible 
according to the Zones of the Lutheran Church of 
Australia, Queensland District. We look forward 
with joy and confidence to serving our Lord   
through Lutheran Women of Queensland.” 

Other comments – 16 Pastors were present at     
the Constituting Convention which was held on     
30 March 1967 at Gatton; Pr F H Schmidt 
conducted the Service and delivered the Address 
with Pr M D Reuther the Closing Devotion; the 

theme was “The Word of the Lord endureth 
forever”. “With grateful hearts the past we own;    
the future all to us unknown, we to Thy guardian 
care commend; do Thou to all our wants attend”.            
a paraphrase used on the Constituting     
Convention program. 

Prior to 1966, the two former women’s 
organisations of Q.L.W.L. (Queensland        
Lutheran Women’s League) for the former   
E.L.C.A. and     the L.W.A. (Lutheran Women’s 
Association) for   the former U.E.L.C.A. were 
operational. The President of QLWL was Hanna 
Reimers, with   Ruth Grope President of LWA. 
Following the blessing of Lutheran union in 
Australia (in Oct. 1966),    these two groups   
agreed to terminate  their  separate activities,       
go out of existence       and then to amalgamate   
as Lutheran Women of Queensland with the 
recommendation that  LWQ Zones be       
organised in accordance with the Zone     
boundaries of the LCAQD. These formalities     
were resolved at the Constituting or Inaugural 
Rallies of each Zone during 1967.  The Zones 
represented were: - Central; Darling Downs; Far 
Northern; Northern Metropolitan and Near North 
Coast; Southern Metropolitan and South Coast; 
West Moreton and Wide Bay – Burnett. 

The first pages of the Newsletter were printed in 
September 1967 with the first editor being            
Mrs E. M. Kloeden. 

LWQ started with 120 guilds in 1967. 

 
  
Come on ladies this is just a snippet 

Get those albums out and thinking 
caps on. 

 
 


